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The interest in our research which &r‘l&tkrs indicatem is 
gratifying; ,under the circumstances, one could hardly.consj&r y 
tardy correspondent; I wish again to express again my appreciati 
for the stimukation which these epistolary con?mrsations.have p 

'~Little.progrtas has been made.sin&,my last.letter, 
of.the two projects:, crossover-suppressor searchj nor 4~ 
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How far one should go in attempting a ganetic analgsis of this in 
sort is, it seems to me rather doubtful. I do not have stocks wit 
properly to perfBxm the type od test for linear order which you s 
Unreasonable assumptions of the absence of interference have had 
made because there is no direct test for it, and I wonder &f the 
has not already been developed to the extent that it should be i 
present state,-of our 'back ground' knowledge. 
of J-strand crossing over bears directly on the 'evaluation o 
data. For example,in your analZpsis af the La@, V segregatio 
assigned the four classes the relative frequencies: 
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I see here the point vghere my letter was confused, M did not enter 
into the cross, and OL the basis of the map one should still 
expect that R- would be more frequent than B+. The map may be in error, 
or my statement that B- is not more frequent than E+ may be incorrect; 
I suspect the latter for this reason: the relative frequency of B- 
was in this case estimated from the relative number of colonies which 
appeared on B supplemented plates. lt turns gout that this is not a 
reliable procedure : for example, in the experiments in which 
B-:B+ was determined for the cross B B-N- X T-L-B -, there were fewer 
colonies on B plates than on minimal , although the&e should have been 
an additional 12%. This probably stems from the fact that the background 
growth of the parental types is gr eater when 5 is supplied, and this 
may crowd out prototroph colonies. At all odds, this point will have 
to be looked into, and thanks for bringing it up, 1 

Thank you also for transmitting the sugges$ion that we prepare some 
of our material for Heredity. I rather think that we will publish most 
of our expeririental material in this country for reasons of convenience. 
However, I have been preparing an analysis of the literature on the 
'genetic' pecul&%rities of bacteria, of which there are many which are 
perhaps not widely known (and authenticated, for that matter). I have 
not specifically intended to publish this material, but if the notion 
seems suitable, I should be happy to submit it. 

Ey wife, Esther, extends her regards. 


